CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Dead By Daylight 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1600967.000 

Medium: 

Computer Game 

Distributor: 

Valve Corporation 

Publisher: 

Starbreeze Studio 

Country of origin: 

Canada 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 
persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

Contains violence and horror. 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

13 February 2017 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

10 February 2017 

Date of notice of decision: 

10 February 2017 



Components 

Running time 

Game: 

Dead By Daylight 


Total running time: 




Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Chief Censor called in this game for classification on 5 December 2016 under si 3(3) of the 
Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act) due to concerns about the level 
of violence and cruelty, which may require restriction in a New Zealand context. ‘Dead By Daylight’ 
is a multiplayer horror game where one player takes on the role of the savage Killer, and the other 
four players play as Survivors who try to escape the Killer. The game is likely to be injurious to the 
public good due to the pervasive sense of horror it presents which is likely to shock and disturb 





children and younger teenagers. Furthermore, children and younger teens are likely to be inured to 
real-life violence and their consequences because of the way players take control of a killer whose 
only objective is to commit violence against helpless survivors. Older teenagers and adults are likely 
to be able to place the game within its fictional context and are further likely to identify generic 
elements of the fantastic villains that they play as; as such, the level of injury to the public good is 
mitigated by restricting it to those groups. The likelihood of injury to the public good has been 
balanced against the right to freedom of expression as set out in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990. A restriction to those aged 16 or over is the lowest reasonable limitation that can be placed on 
that right in order to prevent injury to the public good. 



